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ESP in the Industrial Research Laboratory 


It may well be that history will take 
note of the first introduction of ESP 
work into the laboratories of industrial 
research. The man responsible is Dr. 
Peter A. Castruccio, who, at the time he 
began these investigations, was Director 
of the Astronautical Institute in Balti- 
more, a branch of the Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation. Dr: Castruccio, 
who is presently technical director, Aero- 
space Division, Aeronca Manufacturing 
Corporation of Baltimore, was a World 
War II agent in Italy for British Inteili- 
gence and was named one of the ten 
outstanding young men of 1959 by the 
U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


His interest in ESP has been secondary 
to the space technology with which his 
main work deals. 

Dr. Castruccio sums up his ESP re- 


search to date as follows: He first con- 
vinced himself by his own tests that a 
problem exists. He constructed an elec- 
tronic machine to gather test data, devised 
a theoretical model of ESP on the anal- 
ogy of radar, and then proceeded to apply 
modern communications theory in search 
of the mechanism of operation of the 
ESP process. 

In his own words (taken from cor- 
respondence): “We procured raw data 
on several ESP experiments and com- 
puted the usual statistical parameters 
from them; in some cases we obtained 
probabilities against chance of 10-24, 

“Having convinced ourselves, we pro- 
ceeded to construct an ad hoc 1-odel of 
ESP transmission and reception, equating 
it to a communications phenomenon such 
as we are familiar with in radio and 
radar. This model seems to explain 
reasonably well a number of the familiar 
phenomena of ESP. 

“We then proceeded to test the valid- 
ity of this model by constructing a 
‘quick’ tester (essentially an electronic 


yes-no device with automatic scoring 
features) and testing a number of per- 
sons. At the same time we constructed 
a curve which relates the score so ob- 
tained with the equivalent S/N (signal- 
to-noise) ratio of the individual. 

“We correlated the obtained scores 
and scores obtained previously in the 
ESP literature with our curve, and came 
to the following conclusion: one out of 
five individuals has an S/N ratio of —10 
db. Exceptional individuals (the best 
we could gather from bona fide tests in 
tne literature) have an S/N ratio of +1 
db. In terms of radar, 0 db is a reason- 
ably good piece of equipment, while —10 
db is quite poor.” 

Dr. Castruccio’s program for the future 
consists of two projects. One is ‘‘en- 
semble integration” in which the paral- 
lel operation of a number of subjects 
(n) would be tried with a view to in- 
creasing the yield of ESP effect. (He 
believes it should yield an improvement 
in the S/N ratio by a factor of Vn, 
Thus a hundred subjects should do ten 
times as well as one). The other pro- 
posed experiment is that of “time in- 
tegration” in which properly time- 
staggered experiments should give the 
same improvement in the S/N ratio. 

“This analogy between electromagnetic 
waves for communication media in gen- 
eral and ESP is a purely formal one,” 
Dr. Castruccio adds, “It is not intended 
to explain the intimate essence of the 
phenomenon, but merely its outward 
‘modus operandi.’ Science has demon- 
strated so far that pursuing the formal 
line of investigation is far more fruitful 
of immediate results than attempting to 
discover the essence of any phenome- 
non. ... My point is that if we learn 
to use ESP we will achieve a great step 


‘forward without having to bother as to 


how it ‘really works. 
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Psi Games: A New Method 

It is now safe to say that psi games 
have arrived as part of the methodology 
of parapsychology. Dr. Rena Ratte and 
Mrs. Frances Greene will publish in the 
September Journal of Parapsychology 
“An Exploratory Investigation of PK in 
a Game Situation.” Two other papers 
on psi games by Dr. Ratte and one by 
Mrs. Greene are awaiting publication, 
and Dr. Ratte is engaged in still an- 
other project of this type. 

Games embodying psi tests have been 
tried before. In the September, 1949, 
Journal, Dr. W. R. Birge reported on his 
tests of ESP with game methods, though 
the results were insignificant. In June, 
1957, the Journal contained a report by 
Mr. Douglas Steen of significant results 
obtained in PK tests with a “baseball 
game”’ technique. 

During the past two years, emphasis 
has been given at the Parapsychology 
Laboratory at Duke to the problem of 
designing psi games that elicit a desire- 
to-win typical of the ordinary game sit- 
uation. Mrs. Greene has been in charge 
of this program and, with the aid of 
Mrs. Peggy Murphy, has developed a 
variety of ESP and PK procedures. The 
first criterion of success has been 
achieved; namely, the development of 
games that are interesting enough to 
motivate players to want to continue. 

The second requirement, to obtain evi- 
dence of psi to a significant degree with 
these games, has also been successfully 
met, as the reports mentioned above will 
show. Whether subjects will score better 
in the games than with comparable stand- 
ard tests has only partially been deter- 
mined, for it is not an easy comparison 
to make with complete nicety. But the 
indications thus far are favorable to the 
games. 

A still further question about these 
new methods of bringing psi into evi- 
dence through competitive play is wheth- 
er they can be carried out with due pre- 
cautions and thus yield acceptable evi- 
dence. On first approach, at least, the 


freedom of the play situation seems con- 
tradictory to the safe-guarding of well 
controlled test conditions. 


Twe ways, at least, are available for 
maintaining both the game spirit and the 
safeguards. One of these, which will 
take time and expense, is the development 
of test apparatus and devices that em- 
the safeguarding and _ recording 
within the apparatus itself. The other 
way is to combine the game methods with 
independent measures. For example, Mrs. 
Greene has designed a luck question- 
naire on the basis of earlier work with 
PK tests (see Journal, June, 1960). 
Using this measure of belief in one’s 
luck, high and low scorers have been 
successfully divided in four new game 
test series, thus contributing a confirma- 
tory feature not possible in the games 


themselves. It even allows for the added 
precaution of the two-experimenter 
method. 


ESP in School: Passing or 
Flunking? 


The leading research development of 
the decade of the 1950’s was the compara- 
tive success of the ESP test program in 
the schoolroom. This consisted mainly 
of the work of Superintendent J. G. van 
Busschbach of Amsterdam, Miss Ander- 
son and Miss White of the Duke Labora- 
tory, and more recently of Miss Louwer- 
ens of Prof. Tenhaeff’s Institute at 
Utrecht. A considerable amount of ESP 
testing had been done earlier with chil- 
dren of school age (some of it actually 
in the schools as tests of individual 
pupils). Class testing had been done on 
the collegiate level also. But the work 
begun by van Busschbach with the fifth 
and sixth grades was a new departure 
and it has now been extended down to 
the nursery school level and up to the 
high school. 

This school work has been relatively 
successful in adducing evidence for ESP. 
Van Busschbach himself was at first suc- 
cessful only with the fifth and sixth 
grades and, later on, in the first and 
second grades, he had good results with 
the work of one assistant but not with 
another. Anderson and White, in their 
classroom tests, had fairly consistent sig- 
nificance with classes studying academic 
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subjects in the regular high school situa- 
tion, although various departures there- 
from failed to show significance. They 
successfully extended their experiment to 
the fifth and sixth grades. 

However, a team of investigators head- 
ed by Dr. Jule Eisenbud failed to obtain 
evidence of ESP in tests in the fifth and 
sixth grades of a Denver suburb. Of 
two graduate students working under Dr. 
James C. Crumbaugh, one confirmed the 
Anderson-White findings and the other 
failed to do so. James A. Hall in Dallas 
likewise failed with fifth and sixth 
grades. If the school work of the decade 
is given a “passing grade,” it is largely 
due to the work of van Busschbach and 
of Anderson and White. 

The 1960’s are leading off with the 
promise that the schoolroom test program 
is still of dominant interest. Van Bussch- 
bach, while at Duke for his second Amer- 
ican series (the first was in 1956), has 
conducted a variation of his Dutch ex- 
periment in the first and second grades. 
The results were significant for the first 
half of the work during which there was a 
disruption of the school schedule because 
of unusually heavy snowstorms. In the 
second half, when the pupils were putting 
in extra school days to make up for lost 
time, the scoring was negative, so that 
there was a significant difference in the 
two halves. 

Word has just come that an adaptation 
of the van Busschbach test method has 
been tried with significant results on 
groups of pupils of six to eight years 
in one of the government schools of 
Rajasthan, India, in a project sponsored 
by the Minister of Education of the 
State. The work, arranged by Prof. H. 
N. Banerjee, was carried out by Mrs. 
O. Chowfin Joshi, Principal of the Gov- 
ernment Girls’ College, and has not yet 
been reported. 

An experiment after the manner of 
Anderson and White was recently con- 
ducted by two psychology students of 
Oberlin College, Mr. Mark Rilling and 
Miss Clare Pettijohn, partly in the high 
school at Oberlin, and partly in a Balti- 
more high school. The Baltimore classes 
gave significant results in support of the 


Anderson-White _ findings, 
Oberlin work did not. 
What can be said in looking back over 
ten years of school tests? That with all 
the limitations, there is more consistent 
success in finding ESP in the schoolroom 
than in any other human situation tried. 


while the 


. But it is not a matter of just anybody 


giving any kind of ESP test in any class- 


-room. The ESP test is at best a very 


delicate operation. It appears more 
likely to succeed in the classroom than 
elsewhere, everything being considered, 
but it is still a delicate operation, even 
so. If now the comparative success is 
studied along with the related condi- 
tions as carefully as may be, and all the 
possible lessons learned and applied, it 
seems likely that a classroom test pro- 
gram for the future may be developed 
that will move the prospect of success 
in psi testing up quite a few notches. 


Events 


An Honors Thesis in Parapsychology. 
Mr. H. H. J. Keil received the B.A. 
with Honors (First Class) in psychology 


at the University of Tasmania, Hobart, 
in 1959, for a thesis entitled “An In- 
vestigation Into the Possibilities of Ad- 
vancing Psychokinetic Research.” He 
designed an apparatus in which a steel 
ball was moved by gravity (aided by a 
motor) in a circuit with two alternative 
channels, one connected with an electric 
shock and the other with a projector 
presenting an attractive picture on a 
screen. The subject, naturally preferring 
the picture to the shock, was expected 
to influence by the exercise of PK the 
direction taken by the steel ball. In the 
one of the two series in which the sub- 
jects knew the purpose of the test, the 
results were of marginal significance. 
Keil plans to continue. He is now a 
Teaching Fellow at the University. 
Research Centers. These are times 
of organizational growth. Institutes, 
foundations, and other centers of (more 
or less) parapsychological research are 
on the make in this country and abroad 
and will be heard from in due time. 
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One that has already been announced, the 
Nursingdas Academy for Yogic and 
Parapsychological Research, is located in 
Calcutta, and has the financial support of 
Mr. Nursingdas Aggarwal. Prof. H. N. 
Bannerjee, Director of the Seth Sohan 
Lal Memorial Institute of Parapsychol- 
ogy in Rajasthan is entrusted with the 
organization of the Academy, and a 
number of psychologists and other sci- 
entists of India have become founder 
members. Parapsychology will be ap- 
proached partly from the point of view 
of relation to Yogic theory and prac- 
tice. 

Premature Application of Psi. Over- 
enthusiastic efforts to put psi to work may 
do parapsychology harm, to say nothing 
of individuals who may be _ involved. 
Frankly illusory imitations in the realm 
of magical entertainment are one thing, 
but the delusory practices of various 
claimants, whatever the attitude or be- 
lieis of the practitioner or demonstra- 
tor may be, are quite another. Due part- 
ly, perhaps largely, to the serious at- 
tention the public is now giving to sci- 
entific research in this field, the number 
and boldness of practitioners in the 
fringe area of pseudo-application are in- 
creasing. Officials responsible for the 
care of the blind are presented with dubi- 
ous claims that their charges can be 
taught to see by means of ESP. Life 
readings, medical diagnoses, the solution 
of crime problems, and the like are reach- 
ing into higher and higher levels of com- 
munication and attention. 

The latest in the series is the attempt 
to solve a murder problem that had 
baffled police in Fairfax County, Vir- 
ginia. A psychiatrist, Dr. F. R. Riesen- 
man of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, is re- 
ported to have recently engaged Peter 
Hurkos, who claims exceptional ESP 
ability, to solve the problem of the mur- 
der of the four members of the Carroll 
V. Jackson family about a vear and a 
half ago. Mr. Hurkos designated as the 
murderer a man whom the police had 
once picked up for questioning on the 


case and had dismissed. Judge J. Mason 
Grove authorized his apprehension for 
examination in the state hospital. Word 
has since been released that the F.B.I. 
has apprehended a man whom they con- 
sider to be the real murderer, 


Books and Articles 


“The Rediscovery of Mind” by Dr. J. 
H. Rush in the May-June issue of The 
Humanist (Yellow Springs, Ohio) is an 
effective argument for an approach to psi 
phenomena without expecting them to be 
resolved in terms of prior theoretical con- 
cepts. 

Trance in Bali by Jane Belo, with a 
preface by Margaret Mead (Columbia 
Univ. Press, N.Y), is an anthropological 
study of trance in the island of Bali, with 
examples of trance mediumship, trance 
healing, dancing, and divination. The 
section on divination covers a range of 
applications such as the location of water 
for wells, the finding of lost or stolen ob- 
jects and the like. Fingernail divining 
is described—a method using children as 
assistants in seeing the information 
sought in the oil-covered fingernail. 

My Lifetime in Letters by Upton Sin- 
clair (Univ. of Missouri Press, Co- 
lumbia) contains a number of letters 
from distinguished people who discussed 
Sinclair’s interest in parapsychical imat- 
ters and his tests of his wife’s, Mary 
Craig, ESP ability, as reported in his 
Mental Radio. William McDougall, Al- 
bert Einstein, and Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle are among these. 

In Communication from Stone Age 
to Space Age, by Henry Edward Neal 
(Julian Messner, New York), a popular 
review of methods of acquiring and ex- 
changing knowledge culminates in a dis- 
cussion of the possibilities of ESP. 

The author, Napoleon Hill, and the in- 
surance magnate and philanthropist, W. 
Clement Stone, give frequent mention to 
parapsychology in their book Success 
Through a Positive Mental Attitude 
(Prentice-Hall, N.Y.) and draw attention 
to its need of funds. 


The ParapSycHotocy BuLietin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 


Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the Parapsychology Bulletin, College Station, Durham, 


North Carolina, 
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